4. A REAL FRIEND IS ____________________________________

1 Samuel 23:15-18 (NIV)

15 While David was at Horesh in the Desert of Ziph, he learned that Saul had come out to take his life. 16 And Saul’s son Jonathan went to David at Horesh and helped him find strength in God. 17 “Don’t be afraid,” he said. “My father Saul will not lay a hand on you. You will be king over Israel, and I will be second to you. Even my father Saul knows this.” 18 The two of them made a covenant before the Lord. Then Jonathan went home, but David remained at Horesh.  
2 Samuel 9:7 (NIV)

7 “Don’t be afraid,” David said to him, “for I will surely show you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan. I will restore to you all the land that belonged to your grandfather Saul, and you will always eat at my table.” 

Once we know the Lord Jesus Christ as our Best Friend, then we can be a Real Friend to others.  Here’s how:

PRAY – We must ask specifically for God’s help in enabling us to be a friend to others.  Need real friendships?  Prayer is the place to begin.

BE FRIENDLY – We need to take the initiative by asking questions and placing ourselves in situations where friendships can begin and flourish. 

WORK – We generally get what we set our sights on.  It’s the same with friendship.  Those who have friends place value on them and work at being a friend to others.

AFFIRM – If we genuinely affirm others, we will have friends.  Be liberal with honest affirmations and we will have friends for a lifetime.

LISTEN – Someone has said that the first duty of love is to listen.  If we will practice being a good listener, we will make real friends.

ACCEPT – An open, accepting soul is like a well-lit home on a dark night.  Accept others just as Christ has accepted us.

BE HOSPITABLE – Be an inviter and practice hospitality.  If we do, we will begin to experience and enjoy real friendships.

What is the main thing that God has impressed upon you today?

What are you going to do about it? 

Remember:  The smallest obedient act is better than the greatest intention.








Welcome to Focus Church—a Christ-centered community learning to follow Jesus with purpose and passion.  Our mission is to know Christ and make Him known – to follow Jesus fully through biblical teaching, authentic relationships, joyful worship, and compassionate service. Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here.

Guests:  Please complete a “Connect Card” and pick up a blue gift bag as our “thank you” for being with us today.
 
Sunday, June 21
9am – Adult Sunday School – a study in Matthew’s Gospel
10am – Worship Celebration

Church Office & Mailing Address
10475 Crosspoint Blvd Ste 250
Indianapolis, IN 46256-3387
317-813-5996   https://www.myfocuschurch.com/

Would you like to experience and enjoy peace with God and share His peace with others? Go to peacewithgod.net to learn more.
TODAY’S MESSAGE, JUNE 21, 2026
SERIES: For Such A Time As This
“When You Need A Real Friend”
Brian Boone, Lead Pastor

1 Samuel 18:1-9 (NIV)

1 After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and he loved him as himself. 2 From that day Saul kept David with him and did not let him return home to his family. 3 And Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself. 4 Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and gave it to David, along with his tunic, and even his sword, his bow and his belt.  5 Whatever mission Saul sent him on, David was so successful that Saul gave him a high rank in the army. This pleased all the troops, and Saul’s officers as well. 6 When the men were returning home after David had killed the Philistine, the women came out from all the towns of Israel to meet King Saul with singing and dancing, with joyful songs and with timbrels and lyres. 7 As they danced, they sang:

“Saul has slain his thousands,
    		    and David his tens of thousands.”	

8 Saul was very angry; this refrain displeased him greatly. “They have credited David with tens of thousands,” he thought, “but me with only thousands. What more can he get but the kingdom?” 9 And from that time on Saul kept a close eye on David.


1. A REAL FRIEND IS ____________________________________

1) Friendships are often formed _________________________________


2) Friendships are formed ______________________________________
    __________________________________

I went out to find a friend
but could not find one there.
I went out to be a friend
and friends were everywhere.

3) Friendships are formed ______________________________________
    ___________________________________

Friends don’t keep score.


2. A REAL FRIEND IS ____________________________________

1 Samuel 19:1-7 (NIV)

1 Saul told his son Jonathan and all the attendants to kill David. But Jonathan had taken a great liking to David 2 and warned him, “My father Saul is looking for a chance to kill you. Be on your guard tomorrow morning; go into hiding and stay there. 3 I will go out and stand with my father in the field where you are. I’ll speak to him about you and will tell you what I find out.” 4 Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul his father and said to him, “Let not the king do wrong to his servant David; he has not wronged you, and what he has done has benefited you greatly. 5 He took his life in his hands when he killed the Philistine. The Lord won a great victory for all Israel, and you saw it and were glad. Why then would you do wrong to an innocent man like David by killing him for no reason?” 6 Saul listened to Jonathan and took this oath: “As surely as the Lord lives, David will not be put to death.” 7 So Jonathan called David and told him the whole conversation. He brought him to Saul, and David was with Saul as before. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Four Reasons Why “Friends” Become Disloyal
1) __________________________________________________________

2) __________________________________________________________

3) __________________________________________________________

4) __________________________________________________________


3. A REAL FRIEND ______________________________________

1 Samuel 20:1-4 (NIV)

1 Then David fled from Naioth at Ramah and went to Jonathan and asked, “What have I done? What is my crime? How have I wronged your father, that he is trying to kill me?” 2 “Never!” Jonathan replied. “You are not going to die! Look, my father doesn’t do anything, great or small, without letting me know. Why would he hide this from me? It isn’t so!” 3 But David took an oath and said, “Your father knows very well that I have found favor in your eyes, and he has said to himself, ‘Jonathan must not know this or he will be grieved.’ Yet as surely as the Lord lives and as you live, there is only a step between me and death.” 4 Jonathan said to David, “Whatever you want me to do, I’ll do for you.” 

1) __________________________________________________________

2) __________________________________________________________
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